
Door hardware guide
Much of your first impression about a door hinges on its hardware, from solid, smooth hinges to a firm 

doorknob and latch. This guide examines what to look for in door hardware.
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Much of your first impression about a door hinges on its 
hardware, from solid, smooth hinges to a firm doorknob and 
latch. This guide examines what to look for in door hardware.

Security
Looks aside, the most important function of exterior door 
hardware is to provide security. Bashing in the door is one of 
the quickest ways to break into a house.

Exterior lock sets usually come with a deadbolt, so you 
have both the latch system and the deadbolt locked against 
intruders. But that isn’t as secure as you might think.

The plates for the latch plate and deadbolt are screwed into 
the jamb with only two ½-inch screws — pretty easy to rip out 
with a powerful kick to the door. And the jamb itself is only 
three quarters of an inch thick, usually made from a soft wood 
such as pine or hemlock — again, easy to splinter.

However, there are many reinforcement systems to bolster the 
strength of the lock and deadbolt. These include longer screws 
that reach through the jamb and into the stud. Also, metal 
plates can reinforce the jamb to keep it from splintering.

Total security-door systems are available, though their designs 
are limited. These systems include reinforced hinges; metal-
reinforced doors with bolstered areas around the latch and 
deadbolt, and metal-reinforced jambs.

Hinges
Seldom are hinges going to make or break the appearance of 
your door. You should be mostly concerned about their quality; 
they should be firm and tight-fitting, with no rattling when the 
pin is in.

With hinges of a middle load-carrying capacity, your interior 
doors require only two hinges. Heavy doors, especially entry 
doors, require three hinges. However, even a lighter interior 
door can stress flimsy hinges. Many manufacturers do not list 
the load capacity of their hinges; if you are dealing with a door 
company or hardware store, they should be able to advise you 
on the hinge requirements.

There are hidden-hinge systems useful for specialty doors, 
perhaps where you want the door to blend in with the wall. 
They are pricey, from over $30 per hinge to $150.
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Handle sets
Whatever handle shape you choose — round, ball, egg or 
lever — a solid mechanism is often desirable. There should be 
no rattle or wobbling when you grasp the knob. Test handle 
sets in various price ranges; you can tell the difference.

As far as design goes, you should be able to find whatever you 
want, from the finish on the metal to the shape of the handles, 
though keep in mind that the upper-end hardware can be very 
pricey. Simple passage door sets can cost well over $100 a set; 
entry hardware can be several times that.

If you seek a rustic or antique look, check online for vintage 
merchandise; you can buy new vintage-looking knobs, but you 
might get the real thing for a fraction of the cost.

Interior Choices
Besides the basic, passage latch set, such as you would use 
for a bedroom door, you have some other options for interior 
doors.

Commonly, a privacy latch set is used for bathrooms. A 
teenager might want one on a bedroom door, also, to keep 
out pesky siblings. A privacy set locks the door from people 
entering; it automatically unlocks when the door is opened 
from the inside.

Also keep in mind the possibility of using a dummy knob. 
Rather than an entire latch system, you can just buy a dummy 
handle that attaches to the door. These are a cost-wise 
substitute to a full latch set that you can use when you don’t 
need the door to latch — typically, there is a little roller in 
the door that slips into a dimpled plate, sometimes called a 
ball-catch. You might use this kind of a system on a pantry or 
closet.

Specialty Items
Heavy-duty, overhead “barn door” glides let you hang a large 
sliding door, possibly floor-to-ceiling. The dramatic effect of 
these sliders works well to set off libraries or recreation rooms; 
they might also be used to set the master bath from the 
bedroom.

Bidirectional hinges are used for cafeteria, or saloon, doors 
that will open both into and out of a room. Café doors are 
effective as a separator between kitchen and eating areas or 
for a walk-in pantry.

Key or Keypad
Keypad entries are becoming common. Instead of using a key 
to unlock your door and deadbolt, you punch the combination 
onto a keypad. Many of the major hardware manufacturers 
make keypad entries, but some allow access with a key in 
addition to the combination.

Now that you’ve consulted this guide, there should be no 
need for you to come unhinged.


